








My dear friends, 


It has been my honor to serve as president of Worcester State College during this momentous time. We 
have spent the last year and a half recognizing and celebrating our very distinguished history that began 
in 1874. 


We have brought nationally recognized people to our campus to share their insights, knowledge, and 
vision for the future. We have held successful academic symposia, forums and conferences. Through 
historical photographic retrospectives we have shown our steadfast commitment to preparing people 
for the future through education and personal development. We have participated in and supported 
numerous community events to demonstrate our connectivity with our neighbors. These important 
events have brought new life to our mission, transforming mere words on paper into an active reality 
that has produced tangible results. We can be proud of all our efforts. 


Tonight, during this concluding event, our 125" Anniversary Gala, we commemorate and celebrate 
Worcester State College. 


As we enter the 21" century, we are deeply aware of the changes that have occurred in our society that 
demand that we remain steadfast to our traditional mission. As times have changed, we have changed to 
meet the needs of our local community and beyond. Whether students come to us with the dream of a 
better life, or whether businessmen share their need for an educated workforce in a particular disci- 
pline; with an active, vital mission, we are able to respond to these appeals to serve the greater good. 


Now we stand on the threshold of a new century and, looking back, we see that there have been 
tremendous changes throughout higher education and Worcester State College. Over the past 125 years 
we have transitioned from a small teacher’s college to a flourishing liberal arts college with many 
sought-after health and science programs, from a school of one building to an eight building campus 
including our new multi-million dollar Science and Technology Center, from a local college to an 
internationally respected college that educates students from more than 30 countries. 


I am confident that Worcester State College will continue to grow and continue to provide the best 
education available to all those who seek it for another 125 years. 


Happy Anniversary, Worcester State College! 
Ka Re Ahi 


Kalyan K? Ghosh 
President 
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The events that have taken place over the past year and a half have been planned, organized, and supported by a dedicated 
group of volunteers and college staff. We want to recognize and thank the following individuals for all their hard work: 


125" ANNIVERSARY STEERING COMMITTEE 


The Honorable Raymond Mariano ’74, Kenneth P. Heekin 


Honorary Chair 
Gregory O. Hunter ’84, Chair 
Kalyan K. Ghosh, Ph.D. 
John P. Brissette ’88 
Peggy Buxton 
Linda Cavaioli 
John Durkin, Ed.D. 
Rebecca Ekstrom 


Paul Joseph ’70 

Charlotte Klein ’75 

Ellen Kosmer, Ph.D. 
Thomas McNamara ’94 
Lori Morrissette ’00 
William O’Neil, Ed.D. ’63 
Kevin O’Sullivan 

Stephen Pezzella M.D. 


Ann Pierce 


SPECIAL EVENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 


John P. Brissette ’88,Chair 
Laurie Brunelle 

Dora Capite-Tkal ’80 
Caroline Chiccarelli, Ph.D. 
Margaret Donoghue-Eddy 88 
Melinda Wicks Doherty 
Rebecca Ekstrom 

Brandon Frencic ’99 
Charles Gauthier ’00 
Dorothy Hargrove ’63 
Margaret Hunt 

Sheila Jones 

Paul Joseph ’70 

Charlotte Klein ’75 

Karen Lavallee ’96 

Judy Malatesta ’86 

Jackie Martell ’00 
Christine Maynard 98 
Don McCabe 


Thomas McNamara ’94 
Gail Messier 

Sherri Nickel-Milstone 
Lori Morrissette ’00 
Kevin O’Sullivan 
Christina Petruzzi ’97 
Jim Rogers ’64 

Lisa Rudin ’86 
Margaret Shagro 

Ann Marie Shea, Ph.D. 
Judy St. Amand ’93 
Gerry Sorge 

David Spencer ’99 
Edna Spencer 

Kaine Thompson 
Jeffrey Turgeon ’91 
Andrea Wamboldt ’00 
Corey Williams 
Amanda Zocco 
Michael Wronski, consultant 





Jeffrey Roberts, Ph.D. 
Helen Shaughnessy *43 
Edna Spencer 

David Spencer ’99 
Judy St. Amand ’93 
Linda Sweeney 

Kaine Thompson 
Andrea Wamboldt ’00 


Michael Wronski 


SCIENCE/TECHNOLOGY 
SUBCOMMITTEE 


Stephen Pezzella, M.D., Chair 
Lynn Bloomberg, Ph.D. 

Peter Bradley, Ph.D. 

Peggy Buxton 

Ellen Fynan, Ph.D. 

Jayne McGinn 

Melvin Merken, Ph.D. 

Kevin O’Sullivan 

Abigail Pedican ’00 

Ann Pierce 


Maryann Power, Ph.D. 


_ Jack Reardon 


Mark Roosevelt 
Maureen Shamgochian, Ph.D. 


EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE 


John Durkin, Ed.D., Chair 

Bill O’Neil, Ed..D., Vice Chair 

Ken Heekin 

Judith Hoyer ’65 (Medway Public Schools) 
Kevin Keaney °66 

Mary P. Moran ’57 (City View School) 
David Quist, Ph.D. 

Helen Shaughnessy 43 

Donald Shea 63 

Dorothy E. Shea ’71 (City View School) 
Kaine Thompson 


HISTORICAL SUBCOMMITTEE 


Ellen Kosmer, Ph.D., Chair 
Vera Baldwin ’34 
Joseph Baratta, Ph.D. 
Bruce Cohen, Ph.D. 
Merrill Goldwyn, Ph.D. 
Don Hochstetler 

Paul Joseph ’70 

Nancy Johnson, Ed.D. 
Richard Korzec 

Nick Langhart 

Betty Mahan Ed.D. ’53 
Pamela McKay 

Angelo Scola 


Kaine Thompson 


COMMUNITY SERVICE SUBCOMMITTEE 


Linda Cavaioli, Chair 
Gordon Hargrove *62 
Carol LaPierre-Denning 
Alan Jackson ’87 

Carol Lambert 

Lisa Maddox ’94 
Maureen Power, Ph.D. 
Susan Rezen, Ph.D. 
Father Francis Roberge 
Kaine Thompson 
Michael Wronski, consultant 


125: 
ANNIVER TiN 
y NTTSYGCESTER 
Hive COLLEGE 
374-1999 





“Cherish Our Past, 





GALA CORPORATE LUSTING 


Platinum Sponsor 


The Worcester Telegram & Gazette 


Gold Sponsors 


AstraZeneca Pharmaceutical Products 
Sallop Insurance 
Massachusetts Electric - A National Grid Company 3 
Charlotte Klein Dance Centers 
Fleet 


Silver Sponsors 


Allmerica Financial 
AllEnergy Marketing Company 
Braley & Wellington Insurance Agency 
Davis Advertising 
Fallon Foundation 
Family Bank 
Flagship Bank and Trust Company 
HRMP - Health Reinsurance Management Partnership 
India Society of Worcester 
Prifti’s Home Made Candies 
UMass Memorial 
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CALENDAR OF 125th CELEBRATION EVENTS 


1998 
NOVEMBER 
11 Ground breaking ceremony of the Science and Technology Center. Logo and Slogan are unveiled on special banners. 
Faculty Exposition in the Gym. 
DECEMBER 
3 Center for Health Professions’ first statewide conference, The New Health Care Marketplace: Issues and Challenges. Speaker: 
Dr. Earl Fox, HRSA, US Dept. of Health and Human Services. 
1999 
JANUARY 
11 Street Banners go up on Chandler Street - Banners on campus 


25  Intergenerational Urban Institute/Urban Studies: Grand Opening of The CityLab Gallery, “Elm Park Suite: An Urban 
Oasis” by Christina Pappas, Gym. 


FEBRUARY 
i “Mostly Boroque,” WSC Concert featuring new Fiske Harpsichord in the Administration Theatre. 


MARCH 
6 Youth Congress. 
11. Teacher Staff Development Conference - all day 
12 St. Patrick’s Day Parade - Harp Award for WSC 


ma 21-23 Theater Performance, Playboy of the Western World, Administration Theatre 
25 Opening of Historical Exhibit: “Voices of Worcester State’s Past: The Normal School Years, 1874-1932", Fallon Room. 
APRIL 


6 Human Rights and Poetry Series, N/S Auditorium, poets Tino Villanueva and Marjorie Agosin 
Also, on exhibit, History of the Center for the Study of Human Rights, Exhibition area, Student Center 
28 United Way Day of Caring and a visit to Friendly House with gifts for children 
29 Dedication of Founders Park, the Lancer Oak, and ’99 Oak. Also Multicultural Festival 
30 Massachusetts State Colleges Graduate Research Symposium, WSC 


MAY 
1 WSC Chorus and Chorale “Mozart Requiem, K.626”, 8 p.m., All Saints Church 
2 Scholarship Tea 
17. Employee Recognition and Retirement Reception 
15 Commencement 
21-23 Reunion Weekend, Alumni Golf Tournament, Alumni Awards Dinner 


SEPTEMBER 

10 FOUNDERS DAY CELEBRATION 
Opening Ceremony - Administration Theatre. 
Refurbished second floor of Administration Building 
Restored historic artifacts 
Opening of Administration Photo Gallery 
Afternoon Activities - Student Center 

28 Nursing Symposium - 25 Anniversary of Nursing Department 
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OCTOBER 

1 Celebration of Hispanic/Latino Heritage Month (two plays) 

2 Latino Education Initiative with Governor Cellucci and Lt. Governor Jane Swift 

3 Walk to Cure Diabetes - WSC hosts 

12. Center for Study of Human Rights , “Human Rights Violations in East Timor,” with Congressman James McGovern. 

15 Education Symposium - “Teacher Education: Reform and Renewal for the Next Century.” Keynote speaker, U.S. Secretary 
of Education Richard Riley at Worcester’s Centrum Centre 

15-16 Homecoming Weekend 

19 Biotechnology Seminar- Dr. MacPherson, Genzyme Corp. 

20 Ceremony at site of Worcester Normal School - City View School. Reception for all Teachers of the Year. 


NOVEMBER 
1 Biology Department Dinner Reception for retired faculty/biology alumni - Portraits unveiled 
5 Senior Capping Ceremony, Sullivan Auditorium 


5-7 Parent’s/Family Weekend 

17 Forum on Hunger and Homelessness, MassPIRG and Depts. of History, Sociology, Urban Studies, Health Science, 
Education and Philosophy, amd Campus Ambassadors and Student Government. 

18-21 Fine Arts Theatre, “Our Town,” Administration Theatre. 


DECEMBER 
5-10 Newman Clothing Drive 
7 9th Annual SGA Auction for the Homeless 


2000 
JANUARY 
15. Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast 
27.‘ Forum on Hate: “No Justice, No Peace! Understanding and Fighting Hate Groups in the Next Millennium” Speakers: The 5 
Reverend C.T. Vivian, Gloria M. Sandoval, and Chip Berlet 


FEBRUARY 
12. Third World Alliance presents “A Night of Gospel Music,” Administration Theatre. 


16 Third World Alliance presents “1001 Black Inventions,” Administration Theatre. 


MARCH 
i Center for the Study of Human Rights- Speaker: Dr. Israel Charny 
16 Biotechnology Seminar: “Role of Organic Chemistry in the Mature Biotechnology Industry,” speaker: Dr. George Wright 
of GLSynthesis 
21-22 Academic Convocation with Archbishop of South Africa Njongonkulu Ndungane 
Center for the Study of Human Rights with Dr. Dennis Brutus and Arthur Serota 
22. Dedication of the Dennis Brutus Collection, WSC Library 


APRIL 
6-9 Dramatic readings from works by John Dufresne, Administration Theatre. 
13-14 Women in Science Conference. Speaker: Dr. Vivian Pinn, NIH 


MAY 
3 Thurgood Marshall Unity Celebration with Juan Williams. 
7 Scholarship Tea 
16-19 Visual & Performing Arts Residency - Sullivan Auditorium - Theatre of the Oppressed Workshop with Dr. Augusto Boal. 
17. Employee Recognition and Retirement Reception 
19 125th ANNIVERSARY GALA with Celebrity Guest Danny Glover 
20 COMMENCEMENT 2000, Speaker: Danny Glover 
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}| hat better way to 
celebrate our 125 
year history than 

to begin with the 
groundbreaking of the 
Science and Technology 
Center, the testament of our 
future, on November 11, 
1998? With more than 300 
people attending, the cer- 
emony featured the late 
Chancellor of Higher Educa- 
tion Stanley Z. Koplik, State 
Commissioner Lark J. 
Palermo, State Senator 
Robert A. Bernstein, Board of 
Trustees Chair Ronald Chand 
and 125" Anniversary Chair 
Gregory O. Hunter. Presi- 
dent Ghosh presided over the 
groundbreaking and kicked 
off the 125" Anniversary 
with the unveiling of the logo 
and the slogan, “Cherish Our 
Past, Challenge Our Future.” 
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Following the ceremony, 
people attended the Faculty 
Exposition that featured the 
academic departments that 
would be located in the 
new building. 

The new Center for 
Health Professions held its 
first statewide conference, 
“The New Health Care 
Marketplace: Issues and 
Challenges,” on December 3. 
The guest speaker was Dr. 
Earl Fox, HRSA, U.S. Depart- 
ment of Health and 
Human Services. 

The beginning of 1999 saw 
the raising of street banners 
along Chandler and May 
Streets and placement of large 
banners on the Administra- 
tion Building and the 
Student Center. 

The CityLab Gallery 
opened in the Gym Building 
and the newly refurbished 
Administration Theatre served 
as the perfect venue for the 
christening of the Fiske 
Harpsichord in a concert, 
“Mostly Baroque.” 

In March, the College 
hosted the Worcester Youth 
Congress where young 
students from the Worcester 
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Public and Parochial School 
Systems engaged in a mock 
congress. On March 12, the 
College hosted the Worcester 
Public Schools Teacher Staff 
Development Conference. 
More than 2,000 teachers and 
administrators gathered on 
campus to discuss education 
reform. 

Moving from the campus 
into the community, the 
College participated in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade on 
March 14 with a float created 
to reflect our commitment to 
teacher education. President 

8 Ghosh rode on the float with 
local school children and 
threw commemorative 125" 
Anniversary T-shirts to the 
crowd along the streets. For 
our effort, the College was 
awarded the Harp Award. 
Joining WSC’s procession, 
student actors in “The Play- 
boy of the Western World” 
handed out invitations to the 
evening’s performance which 
was well attended. Le elt mS ere eRe oe me mC TST Ne CIRM the winnens of the Mock 

On March 28, the College Ge ONS OL aee eae TAU Uo J he Ge he MOLAR ALT ROOT 
opened its first historical 
exhibit featuring priceless 


photographs from 1894-1932. 
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The exhibit remains open for 
viewing in the Fallon Room. 
Everyone who attended the 
exhibit opening was treated 
to the dramatic reminiscence 
of Bernadine Sullivan ’34 who 
was a student at the Worces- 
ter Normal School on St. 
Ann’s Hill. The evening was 
a huge success witnessed by 
alumni, local business leaders, 
educators, and politicians. 

April saw the revival of 
the Center for the Study of 
Human Rights begun in 1982 
by Dr. Merrill Goldwyn and 
Reverend Paul Ferrin. Na- 
tionally known human rights 9 
poets Marjorie Agosin and 
Tino Villanueva spoke before 
a packed house on “Poetry 
and Human Rights.” The 
Center also featured an 
exhibit of its history. 

Supporting community 
events, President Ghosh and 
several students visited 
Friendly House and delivered 
recreational equipment to the 
children in the after-school 
program. 

On April 29, a very 
special ceremony took place 
in which President Ghosh 


dedicated the new Founders 


Clockwise: President Ghosh with Senion Class Officens Vicki Polak, Brandon 
aS ESCOLA DG Sotto and. Jeasica Hamen as sar plant the ‘49 Oak. Foundens 


Pank monument. Dedication OTenene me) the Lancen Oak. 
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Park, one of the last remain- 
ing green spaces on campus. 
The hard working grounds 
crew, headed by Ann Marie 
Heyes-Smith, put in a great 
effort to make Founders Park 
beautiful. The Arabella 
Tucker memorial exidra was 
relocated to the park. The 
Class of 1999, planted a Silver 
Scrub Oak, named the ’99 
Oak. President Ghosh dedi- 
cated the park with these 
words, “Let all who enter 
these grounds reflect on those 
who have come before them 
and paved the way for our 
bright future. May Founders 
Park be preserved and well- 
tended, enjoyed and appreci- 
ated, in the years to come.” 
The Lancer Oak, one of the 
oldest trees in Worcester, 
more than 150 years old, was 
dedicated and a plaque was 
unveiled. The plaque reads, 
“As a symbol of our commit- 
ment to the growth and 
enduring legacy of knowledge 
and individual improvement, 
we commemorate this great 
century oak as THE 
LANCER OAK.” 


pi WavSARY 


ive COLLEGE 
3 99 





Clockwise: Ontennational students at Multicultural Festival. Govennon Washbunn is 
eaconted a Say Meme (ernie OAM aooletla ion MCTitont Maniano at Foundens om 


Coons MIN atiGV oN MC TG ca DN oa OUTLET Leo AIC ge [olaeloy ar Ntolo quel Ga atey a 
Bee Cron elo eensYe Ml ION eT R OL Voln RO Le 1m B\Io 1X10 





“Cherish Our Past, 


Challenge Our Future” 


Top: Gnegony O. miele noes 
naises the commmemonative 
Nao) Woo RST Rae NOLL 
Dn front of the podium ane 


Ewe portraits a Mer Wand 
17. Bottom: Old Fon\ieA\ el 


taser hen moll averon or 
QO Nate 





The Multicultural Festival, 
also on April 29, featured a 
fashion show with our 
international students display- 
ing their native costumes. 
Followed by samples of the 
cuisine from the different 
nations, students enjoyed the 
stirring sounds of “Inca Son.” 
The following day, the college 
hosted the Massachusetts State 
Colleges Graduate Research 
Symposium. 

May 1999 opened with the 
WSC Chorus performing 
Mozart’s “Requiem, K.626 at 
All Saints Church, and closed 
with Commencement. Dr. 1] 
David Breneman, Professor | 
and Dean of the Curry School 
of Education at the University 
of Virginia, was the 
Commencement speaker. 

Dr. Lillian Goodman, who 
founded the College’s Nurs- 
ing Program 25 years earlier, 
was celebrated with an 
honorary doctorate, as well as 
WSC alumnus and author 
John Dufresne ’70, and 
political activist Adam 
Yarmolinsky. Professor 
Emeritus Kenneth Shoen 
received the Community 
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Service Award for his work in 
developing and coordinating 
free tax assistance for low- 
income citizens. 

The Fall semester opened 
with great fanfare as the 
College celebrated its found- 
ing on Founders Day, 
September 10, 1999. The 
completed renovation to the 
second floor of the Adminis- 
tration building, particularly 
the Rotunda with its inlaid 
marble star, was greeted with 
surprise and delight. People 
gathered along the hallways 
to view the new exhibit of the 
photographic history of the 
College. The Assyrian reliefs 
and the Jeanne de’ Arc at 
Domremy statue from the 
Normal School also were 
restored to their former 
beauty. 

In the morning, the 
Founders Day opening 
ceremony featured former 
Governor Emory Washburn 
(portrayed by Dr. Jeffrey 
Roberts) who came all the 
way from 1874 to deliver his 
inaugural speech. Honoring 
the College with words of 
praise and citations were 
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Chairman of the Board of 
Higher Education Stephen P. 
Tocco, the late Chancellor 
Stanley Z. Koplik, State 
Congresswoman Harriette L. 
Chandler, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees John H. 
Dickson, District Manager for 
Congressman James 
McGovern, Gladys Rodriguez 
Parker ’84; Worcester Mayor 
Raymond V. Mariano ’74, 
Student Government Presi- 
dent Lori Morrisette 00, 
Alumni Board President John 
P. Brissette ’88, and 125" 
Anniversary Chair Gregory 
O. Hunter °84. Mayor |e 
Mariano presented President 
Ghosh with a key to the city. 
President Ghosh recognized 
former WSC President 
Robert Leestamper and the 
daughter of former President 
Eugene Sullivan, Rosanne 
Matulaitis 65, and presented 
them with commemorative 
mirrors. John Brissette 
recognized our most distin- 
guished and oldest living 
alumna, Mrs. Mary Mattimore 
Ward, Class of 1917. 

Founders Day was further 
celebrated in the afternoon 
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with games, competitions, 
music, dancing, and the ever- 
popular dunk tank. 

September ended with a 
celebration of the Nursing 
Department’s silver anniver- 
sary. Nationally acclaimed 
nursing author and poet, 
Melodie Chenevert, enter- 
tained and inspired those who 
attended. The event, moder- 
ated by Chair of the Nursing 
Department, Dr. Mary Lou 
Lovering, also recognized 
former nursing chairs Dr. 
Jean Campaniello, Dr. Anne 
Brown, and Dr. Lillian R. 
Goodman. 

October was filled with 
125“ Anniversary events. 
Beginning on October 1, the 
Department of Languages and 
Literature held a Celebration 
of Hispanic/Latino Heritage 
Month by presenting two 
plays in Spanish. More than 
270 high school students and 
their teachers and 250 
Worcester State students 
attended the different perfor- 
mances. The following day, 
more than 550 educators, 
students, business leaders and 
clergy met on campus for the 
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Latino Education Initiative. 
Governor Paul Cellucci, Lt. 
Governor Jane Swift, Con- 
eressman James McGovern, 
and Judge Luis Perez spoke. 
The all-day event examined 
the economic and educational 
status of the Hispanic com- 
munity within the 
Commonwealth. 

On October 3, the College 
hosted and helped organize 
the Worcester Walk for a 
Cure by the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation. More than 2,000 
participants walked around 
the new McCoughlin Field, 
through the campus grounds = 15 
and through the neighbor- 
hood that surrounds the 
College. More than $175,000 
was raised to fight diabetes. 
The Center for the Study of 
Human Rights held a forum, 
“Human Rights Violations in 
East Timor,” with Congress- 
man James McGovern provid- 
ing information from his fact- 
finding tour. The event was 
well attended by faculty and 
students. 

On October 15, the 
College held a statewide 


education symposium, 
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“Teacher Education: Reform 
and Renewal for the Next 
Century” which featured 
keynote speaker, U.S. Secre- 
tary of Education Richard 
Riley. More than 200 educa- 
tors attended the all-day event 
that also included two panel 
discussions. The distinguished 
panelists were Andy 
Baumgartner, National 
Teacher of the Year 2000; 
David Lussier, Common- 
wealth Teacher of the Year 
2000; Dr. David P. Driscoll, 
Commissioner, Massachusetts 
Department of Education; the 
late Chancellor Stanley Z. 
Koplik, Dr. Adrian Tinsley, 
president of Bridgewater 
State; Dr. James A. 
Caradonio, Superintendent of 
Worcester Public Schools; 
Mr. Stephen E. Gorrie, 
president of Massachusetts 
Teachers Association; Dr. 
Mary Brabeck, Dean at 
Boston College, Dr. Bailey 
W. Jackson, Dean at Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts, 
Amherst, Hal Lane, Educa- 
tion Alliance; and Dr. 
Frederick J. Frelow, Associ- 
ate Director of Urban Initia- 
tives for the National 
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Commission on Teaching, 
Columbia University. Dr. 
Carol Donnelly and Dr. 
Elaine Tateronis from the 
College’s Education Depart- 
ment moderated the panels. 

Homecoming 1999 saw 
the return of a record-number 
alumni who witnessed the 
changes at the college, includ- 
ing the new Athletic Facility, 
the refurbishment of the 
Administration Building, the 
construction of the Science 
and Technology Center, and 
the festooned banners on the 
building edifices. 

Dr. John MacPherson of 17 
Genzyme Corporation was 
the featured speaker at a 
biotechnology seminar, 
“Biotechnology in the 21* 
Century,” on October 19. 
Dr. MacPherson is senior 
vice president of Research 
and Development, Cell and 
Protein Therapeutics for 
Genzyme. 

Teachers of the Year from 
Worcester County School 
Districts were honored in a 


beautiful ceremony at City 
View School. More than half 


-of the teachers honored were 
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Worcester State College 
alumni. Each was presented 
with a commemorative 
mirror. The teachers were 
recognized by President 
Ghosh, Mayor Mariano, Mrs. 
Helen Shaughnessy, Superin- 
tendent of Worcester Schools 
James Caradonio, City View 
Principal Donald Shea, 
Congresswoman Harriette 
Chandler, and members of 
the Worcester School Com- 
mittee. Mrs. Vera Baldwin °34 
gave a moving tribute to life 
as a teacher. A large bronze 
commemorative plaque was 
unveiled at City View School 
as the former site of the 
Normal School. 

In November the College 
held a “Forum on Hunger 
and Homelessness” and 
student actors performed 
“Out Town” in honor of the 
College’s 125" anniversary. 
On November 1, the Biology 
Department held a special 
dinner reception to honor all 
the Worcester State College 
biology professors. Three 
panels of portraits were 
unveiled featuring all former 
biology faculty which are on 
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On this site in 1874 was located 
Normal School, the precursor of 
orcester State College 


The Worcester State College community is proud of its 
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“Cherish Our Past, 


Challenge Our Future” 
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Convocation. 





display in the Sullivan building. 
December saw the most 
successful Student Govern- 
ment Association Auction for 
the Homeless. A record 
$6,100 was raised and pre- 
sented to Mustard Seed 
Director Donna Domiziano. 
January 2000 opened with 
the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Breakfast on January 15 and 
was followed by the Sociol- 
ogy Department’s Forum on 
Hate, “No Justice, No Peace: 
Understanding and Fighting 
Hate Groups in the Next 
Millennium,” on January 27. 
The student organization, 19 
Third World Alliance, held 
two cultural performances in 
February in honor of Black 
History Month. On February 
12 there was “A Night of 
Gospel Music,” and on 
February 16, “1001 Black 
Inventions” entertained a 
good crowd in the Adminis- 
tration Theatre. On March 1 
the Center for the Study of 
Human Rights hosted a 
lecture by Dr. Israel Charny, 
Executive Director of the 
Institute on the Holocaust 
and Genocide in Jerusalem. 
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A biotechnology seminar, 
“Role of Organic Chemistry 
in the Mature Biotechnology 
Industry,” on March 16 
featured founder of 
GLSynthesis, Dr. George 
Wright. 

The highlight of the year 
was a special visit by The 
Most Reverend Winston 
Hugh Njongonkulu 
Ndungane, Archbishop of 
South Africa. As the featured 
speaker of the Year 2000 
Academic Honors Convoca- 
tion, the Archbishop was 
awarded an honorary 
doctorate in Humane Letters 
and presented with a key to 
the City of Worcester by 
Mayor Mariano. The 
Archbishop also participated 
in two forums sponsored by 
the Center for the Study of 
Human Rights, “Political 
Imprisonment Under Apart- 
heid in South Africa” and 
“Unfinished Business: 
Human Rights in South 
Africa.” Dr. Dennis Brutus, 
noted South African poet, 
Dr. Joshua Rubenstein, 
Northeast Director of Am- 
nesty International USA, and 
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Challenge Our Future” 


Arthur Serota, human rights 
activist and civil rights attor- 
ney, joined the Archbishop at 
the forums. Dr. Dennis 
Brutus was honored with a 
special opening of the Dennis 
Brutus Collection in the 
Library. 

In April the College 
celebrated with bringing back 
one of its celebrated alumni, 
author John Dufresne ’70. 
The Department of Visual 
and Performing Arts offered, 
“Dufresne: From Page to 
Stage,” three evenings of 
dramatic readings from his 
works presented by student 
actors. John Dufresne also 
participated in a student 
workshop with the English 
Department. 

The newly created 
Women’s Studies program 
sponsored a “Women and 
Science” conference on April 
13-14, featuring nationally 
recognized women’s health 
advocate Dr. Vivian Pinn and 
feminist Sheila Tobias. 
During May 16-19, the Visual 
and Performing Arts Depart- 
ment offered a workshop on 


“Theatre of the Oppressed.” 
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Founder and revolutionary 
dramatist, Dr. Augusto Boal, 
visited the College to offer the 
workshop. 

Tonight, May 19, 2000, 
the College winds up its 125% 
Anniversary Celebration with 
this Gala, featuring noted 
actor and human rights 
advocate, Danny Glover. On 
May 20, the Class of 2000 will 
graduate and hear from Mr. 
Glover as the Commence- 
ment speaker. He will be 
awarded an honorary doctor- 
ate of Humane Letters. Dr. 
Augusto Boal will be awarded 
an honorary doctorate of 
Fine Arts. 

This academic year, our 
celebration year, closes with 
the happy acknowledgement 
of the College’s distinguish 
past and promising future. 
Within a few short months, 
the Science and Technology 
Center will be opened, the 
time capsule of gathered 
memorabilia of this wonder- 
ful celebration will be buried, 
and the future of Worcester 
State College in the 21* 
Century will be assured. 
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Stage and screen star, Danny 
Glover, is our special guest 
tonight as we celebrate the 125" 
Anniversary of Worcester State 
College. Tomorrow, at the Class 
of 2000 Commencement, he will 
receive an honorary doctorate of 
Humane Letters. 

From Places in the Heart and 
the Lethal Weapon series to the 
award winning Jo Sleep with 
Anger, Danny Glover is one of 
Hollywood’s most renowned and 
respected leading men. He has also 
had roles in the acclaimed film 
adaptation of Toni Morrison’s 
Beloved, The Color Purple, Escape 
from Alcatraz, Grand Canyon, and 
Gone Fishin’. He is the recipient 
of several prestigious honors for 04 
his extensive body of work. 

Off-screen, Glover is a 
powertul advocate for literacy and 
education. He is well known for 
supporting humanitarian efforts to 
improve the lives of people 
throughout the world. He has 
served on the boards of the 
Human Rights Watch and Am- 
nesty International. He was 
appointed the first Goodwill 
Ambassador to the United 
Nations Development Program. 
As an activist, he received the first 
annual William Kunstler+ Racial 
Justice Award for his work on a 
variety of social issues including 
the struggle against apartheid in 
South Africa. 
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City View School), was dedicated by Emory Washburn, governor of Massachusetts. Of the 90 

women who applied, 69 were accepted and given free tuition. Elias Harlow Russell (1874-1909) be- 
came the first principal. He was followed by Principal Francis Ransom Lane (1909-1912. In 1914, un- 
der the leadership of President William B. Aspinwall (1912-1939), the Alumni Gates, made by Tiffany Stu- 
dios of New York, were installed. 


©) n September 11, 1874, the State Normal School of Worcester on St. Ann’s Hill (now the site of 


By the 1920s, the once beautiful Gothic building had to be abandoned. The Normal School relocated to a 
new building on a 20-acre lot at Chandler and May Street. In 1932, the State Board of Education restyled the 
Normal School as Worcester State Teacher’s College. WSTC was the first Massachusetts teacher’s college to 
be granted professional accreditation. The Great Depression of the 30’s and World War II in the 40’s, had a 
devastating effect on college enrollment. President Clinton Carpenter (1940-1947) set aside the girls-only 
policy to admit men in 1940 and in 1941, the first mens’ and womens’ athletic associations were established. 


The post-war growth in enrollment necessitated an expansion of facilities beyond the original 1932 Ad- 
ministration Building. Through the leadership of President Eugene A. Sullivan (1947-1970) the Gymnasium 
Building was built and in 1965 the Eugene A Sullivan Academic Center was built. In 1960, the College name 
was changed to State College at Worcester, to reflect an increasing emphasis in liberal arts. In 1963 the Mas- 
sachusetts State College System was established and the Board of Education renamed the school Worcester 
State College. 


President Robert E. Leestamper (1970-1975) oversaw the opening of the Learning Resource Center and 
Chandler Village, the first dormitory. In 1972 the Worcester State College faculty replaced the Faculty 
Council with a faculty union and students were given a greater role in the governance of the College. 
Worcester State College now offered programs in education, business administration, health services, speech 
disorders, and traditional liberal arts. 


President Joseph J. Orze (1975-1982) oversaw the completion of the Student Center (1978) and another 
residence hall, named Dowden Hall after former Dean of Women and Worcester State alumna, Vera 
Dowden Baldwin ’34. President Philip D. Vairo (1982-1991) oversaw a major campaign to upgrade the cam- 
pus grounds. 


In the year 2000, through the leadership of President Kalyan K. Ghosh (1992-present), the College will 
open the new Science and Technology Center, a four-story brick structure with state-of-the-art laboratories, 
multi-media auditorium, and faculty offices. 


Worcester State College has proven that its quality of service to the Commonwealth stands the test 
of time. 
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